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By W.P. 


Riend, I being moved by the ſecrer impu!ſe of the Spirir ; for thy good I 
haverhoug!:t it mect to Reprove thee and ſay unto thee, thy wayes have 
been perverle, vea, thou haſt walked in an unknewn Patch and ue lighe 
is departed from thee : thou halt givenup tiny ſelf ro fow Sedition in 

che Nation, and art tull of Pride, and Mali.*, fince fer which thy Councellour 
the Old Serpene was tumbled heaulong into rc bottomleſs Pirz yea, I muſt 
tell chee plainly Satan tas prevailed <cier thee, and thou baſt gone aſtray 
like one of the Wicked ? I ſay, thouarc fallen from thy Obedience, and dark- 
neſs has covered thy underſtandivg : tnerefore, it is that I have Adminiſired 
unto thee to ſhew thee the right way which neither Fack Calttn thy Grand- 
father nor Oliver thy Facher had un Honeſty rodo 5 woe be uno thee I lay, 
tor thou wouldelt have calt off ciy Yak which thou oughtelt ro bear with 
Patience': thou l ſay halt murmered againſt thy Ruter, and t.aſt endeavoured 
to turn aſiderle people : yea, I ſay rhou hatt wwrned them alide by teaching 
Rebellion amidiit thy Congregation, and didft fo terrific thy Flock with ap- 
prehenfions of the ſudden appreach of Belzebub, Mahomet, and the \V hore of 
Babylon, that all the Brethren in much Confufion ran to their Cotfee-houſe 
Clubbs, whilit che kind Siſters ſought ſhelter under the — thy Gar- 
ments, where thou kcepeſt them warm in the abſence of their Yoakmates z woe 
be to thy upper Garment, I mean thy black Cloak : yea, the Abominatton of 
Deſolation 1: lodged there; there | (ay Hypocrilie has taken up hier dwelling, 
and che Secret pleatures of the fleſh arc indulged : yea, thou batt often conſpired 


ro bring ns into Bondage,and make us recurn again into Egyps : verily thy Locults 
arc 


are come up, and almoſt darkened the face of the Land; thou like thy c!9deft 
Siſter the Wire of Babylon dclighret w c01ſpire againſt thy Ruler ; yea, the 
inward man doth fay,inat gliou lately fadlett ty Elephant two meet her, yea, 
and that chuu NIP þ& af LE: broke and thou obſtructed in 
thy del19n ; £19 1 Þfuggghce bew@&e tiow itou falleft any more, Jeatt 
thou tall inro Perdition : Remember the fins of your Forctatticrs, Ben fon, Oliver, 
1Ieton, Bra ſhan, Cook, &c. Thoſe were the M 


en that taught thee to Rebell 
againit rhy Ruler, they were the true Sons of Babel tiiar turned all things into 


Contuiiony ang jad like ry haqmaJe mel gone Jlirky had not the ii ward man 

- ” - , *. F4 . - 
prevatleQa2amil cheir Tem ns, Tile were the men that dipped thicir 
tiands tn ti e blood of rheir Ruler, whoſe Actions thou arr fo prophane as to 
approve of, which ſhews thee to be of the Seed of the Serpent, and the very 
Sc. d-plort of all Conſpiracy and Rebellion; yea, I am greatly moved art the 


evilotthy doings { Remember rhe Holy cheac chou purtelt upon the Roly viſter- 


hood, to draw ina Numberlc fs quantity of Bodkin. and T himblcs co maintain 
Rebellion *Igain, thy Ryler zavbuch thou Hyp: cricically perſwadeitthem was 
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Theuland wee> : nay, thou did(t begin © Gallop, and had(t pur on tull ipecd, 
had he not held cree in in time. 1rnou,knowelt very well char thy Original 
falling out with thofc men called Biſhops, and thoſe Ceremonies uſcd in the 
Churct fo called was, only the more unſuſpeedly to gull the poor filly women 
from their Pence, bur remember that thcſc prattices can be iermed only De- 
ceit and Rob--ry, and that thy deſign is no more Adopted to ditlurb us, ti.en 
that of Afahomer, toobrain the Worlds Empute as long as we have a peaccable 
Ruler overus, Well ic is certain thou beareſt a vcry evil mind, and wenldft 
fain bear the 41. Year again I have often reproved thee tor it, but thou haft 
rurned a Deaf Ear unto me : | once more Adviſe thce to be pcacea ble, and lore, 
thy Ruler, for be is mercitull and thou knoweſt he has given theea great deal of 
Tolleration in thy Profeſſion : therefore beware leaſt rhou provoke him, and 
his hand falls teavy upon thee ; ponder well what I have ſaid. And fo farwell, 
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Some Sober and Weighty Reaſons agatinit Pro- 
ſecuring Proteſtant Diſſenters, for Difference of Opinion in Mat- 
ters of Religion. Humbly offered to the Contideration of all 


in Authority. 


1. Reaf. , Ecauſe the great and mighty God, who is King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords, hath not impoſed matters of Religion upon the Conſcicnces 

of Men and Women by any outward force : God hath not appointed 

Death, nor Banoiſhment, nor Impriſonment, nor loſs of goods, 

25 2 means to bring perſons to conform. to the may of his Worſhip ; but God hazh 

given his Word, and favoured the World with ſuch as can Preach it, whoſe work is 

eo invite, intreat, perſwade ; and not in a lordly way ta domincerover the Confciences 
of Men and Womer,, whether they be Rich or Poor. | ; 

2. Rtaſon, Becauſe all ſorts of mankind are fallable in fome Divine matters, eveg 
in allConntreys ; the Princes, the Priefts, and the People, are yet ſhort of infalla- 
billity in many matrersof Divinity ; yea the moſt Eminent Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in the Pritnicive time confeſſed they ſaw but 5n part, and they knew but in part ; and 
faid to their fellow Chriſtians, that they would not 1ord or domineer over them, but be 
helpers of thtir Joy. | | 

3. Reaſon, Becauſe all ſorts of perſons do deſire this as a great good for them- 
ſelves, even thoſe that are for diſtreſſing of, and impoſing upon others, would not 
be ſo dealr with themſelves, but would Account it hard meaſure, yea cruelty, to 
be forted to ſuch things in Religion as,are againſt their Conſciences, or elſe to ſuffer 
in their Purſe or Perſorts. As for inſtance, the Epi/copal Proteſtant would doom it 
great Perſecution td be puniſhed if he would nor turn Presbyterzan, Independanpy 
Baptift, or Quaker; and why then ſhould the Eprſcopal Proteffant. take pleolen lo. 
puniſhing of, ahd ſo force any of the others to be of his minf4?, And therefore. 
great and good Reaſon it is to walk by that Bleſſed Rule Chriſt hath given; Do neo 
others ns you would they ſhoiild do unto you, and what you womld not others ſbould do nns 
you, do not to them. : bo - I LEG | 

4: Reaſon, Becauſe forcing the Conſcience is the Ready way to make men Hy- 
pocrires ; for if petſons conform toany way of Worſhip unwillingly, they | 
ſerve God acceptably, though the matter and form of worſhip be. never ſo Right, 
becauſe the heart of the Worſhippers is not Right, the Service being performed b 
by Mans Compulſioaz God requireth that his Seryice ſhould be performed with 
perfelt heart, and with 4 willing mind ; but he that canforms by Compullion, in ſtead 
of being Gods Servant, he is but Mans flaye: and the Conformity is ro Man, and 
not to God. Fe | | 

5. Reaſon, Becauſe His Majeſty did Sollemnly promiſe Liberty of Conſcience in 
niatters of Religion, when he wasat Breda, Juſt npon his Reitauration to his Theoue 
and Kingdoins, in Aprz/ 1660. In theſe words : NBe Do declare a Liberty to 
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Tender Conſciences, and that no man ſhall be diſquieted, oz called 


in Queſtion fox $ of opinion in matters of Religion, which 
doe not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom ; # that we ſhall be Ready-to 
Conſent to ſuch an Act of Parllament as upon mature deliberation 
ſhall be offered to us, foz the full granting that Jndulgence, 

6. Reaſon, Becauſe the proſecuting the Proreſtans Deſſenters for matters of Con- 
ſcience, 1s a great diſquicting of the minds of great numbers of his Majelfies good 
Subjects, and a great hinderance to the Trade of the Kingdom, the Diſſenters being 
a great part of the Trading People of this Kingdom ; and ſome thing of this his 
Majeſty was gratiouſly pleaſed totake irito his Princely Conſideration, when he put 
forth his indulging Declaration, by the advice of his Privy Councel, in Afrch, 1672. 
after a violent proſecution of that Act againſt Conventicles, in theſe very words : 
But it being Evident by the ſad Experience of Twelve Fears. that there 
ts very little fruit of all thole FORCEABLE courles 2 We think 
our ſelf obliged to make uſe of that Sup2cam Power in Ecclelialticat 
matters, which is not only inherent in us, but hath been declared and 
recognized tobe fo by ſeveral Statutes and Is of Pathament ; and 
therefoze we do now accordingly Jſſue this our Declaration, as well 
koz the quieting of the. minds of our good Subjects in theſe points, 
kot inviting of Strangers in this conjuncture to come and live under 
us, and fox the better a all fo a cheerful A of 
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4:3 Trade aid Callnigs, from wheſice we hope by the bleſſing of 9509 
{0 have many good and happy advantages to our Governinent, 

5. Reaſorr, Becaulte the Lords and Commons Atſembled in Parliament, fence theſe 
Declarations haye upon MA TURE DELIBERATION contideredtine ill conſequences 
of proſecuting the Protoltant Dillenters by the penal Laws, and have fhewcd rhci; 
willingaeſs to a Toleration , and prohibiting of a profccution of Proteſtants fy 
matters of Confcicncc. 

-8. Reaſon, Becauſe the French Proteſtants, who are the Diſſenters from the Fſta- 
bliſhed Worſhip of that Kingdom, are gratiouſly Received by che King, and kindly 
Received and ſ{ucconred by the People of Encland, and the Froh King it5 highly 
blamed for Perſecuting his peaceable Subjects 3 and therefore much more Reaſon 
thar- Proteſtants ſhould not perſecute one another, for it 13 to do the ſame things that 
its condemned in others . therefore let the words” of the Apoſtle Pl be well confi 
dered, Rom. 2.1. Thou art inextuſable, O man, whoever thou ayt, that Fudgeſt ancther, 
"I. 7 C91:14emne Is try fc If, for thou that Tudzeſt aoe ſt the ſane tings thy flf : Verſe 3. 
Ard thinkeſt thov, O man, that Fuageſt them which do [ut things, .ir:d aveſt the {« me, that 
*hou ſhalt eſcape the Fudg ment of God? 

9. KRcafon, There is a good and great Agreement between the Conforming, and 
Wen-conforming, Proteſtants, in the Chief CO the Proteſtant Religion : as foc 
Inſtance ; 1.Both parties believe in the holy. Trinity, #12. The Fither, Son, and holy 
Ghoſt: 2. That Jeſus Chriſt is very God and very Man, and the only Saviour of Sinners; 
3:That S$:1vation doth depend'upon the miraculons Birth, the holy Life, the Painful 
Death, the wonderful ReſureRion, the Joyful Aſcention, the conſtant Interceſſion, 
3nd the C. cond. coming, of Jeivs Chriſt : 4-Both parties believe that the Workhip of 
God, and the Converſations of men, ought to be according to the holy Scriptures, 
2nd not according to the inventions of any ſort of mankind': 5.Both parties do deny 
afl Mediators bur only Jeſus Chriſt, and abhor praying, to deceaſed Saints : 6. Both 
parties deny a Purgatory, and do believe and profeſs 2 Heaven of Eternal Joy for 
the godly, and a Nell of Eternal woe for the wicked. All theſe things more lgr ely 
and plainly are: made manifeſt in Confeſſions of Faith, Printed by the Diſſenting Pros 
reſt:tnts as well as by the Conforming Proteſtants. Now the matters wherein t 
differ from each other being ſmaller then the former things, and yet ſuch as each part- 
ty cannot conform unto withont wronging their Conſcience, and ſo ſinning agaiaſ 
God, therefore they ought not to be Forced. | 
. 10. Reaſon, Becauſe Perſecution for matters of Conlcience is a Breach of the good 
Rntes of Humanity, and common Civility among all ſorts of men, which is care« 
fully obſerved it. ſmaller matters : as for inſtance, among the many Creatures of God 
that are Food for mens Bodies, ſome things that are very pleaſing and comfortable 
Food for ſome men, the ſame things are very Deſtruttive to the health of other men: 
now in this Caſe there is ſuch Civility among all ſorts of men that they hate and 
ſcorn to force one anothers Stomacks, looking upon it to be an inhumane praftiſe ; and 
therefore do friendly, fay to each other, Pray ear that which will beſt go down, and 
agree with your Stomack, Now for as much as Cn is greater then Stomacky 
and the hurt of the Soul greater then the hurt of the Body, how much more ſhoutd 
perſons, eſpecially Proteſtants, be thus friendly one to another in matters of Con- 
{cience ? , 

11. Reaſon, Becauſe all Proteſtants ought to hehave themfclvyes towards each other 
as Brethren, there being ſo good ard great ayreement between them in the chief rhi 
of Religion ;, Eſpecially they being all in a like danger of che Bloody P.:pifts, whoif 
ever the Government ſhould fall into their Bloody hands, ( which God of his mercy 
prevent) then the ſame miſeries that may befal the Proteſtant Dillenters, will cer- 
cainly bef2l the Conforming Proteſtants ; if they prove true ro their Proteſtant 
Principlcs, they will all be deemed Hereticks, and mult ſuffer as much in their Ettates 
:nd Perſons ; and therefore inſtead of Perſecuting one another, they ſhould love each 
other, and pray for each other, and ſay as Abraham ſaid to Lot, Ler there be vo finife 
between me 4nd thee, for we are Brethren : and more cſpecially becauſe the Pop:ſh Cate 
nonite and Perrizate are now to00 much in the Land. 

12. Kca/on, Becauſe the Proteſtant Diſlenters do not belong to any Forrai 2n Powers 
but do abhor, deteſt, 2nd protect againſt all Forrejen Power or TJuriGition over the 
xking, the Kingdom, or any of his Majeſtics Subjects ; neither are they coveronsof 
Pictermcut in Church or State; but willingly leave that to his Mojſties wiſdom; and 
tefire cnly that they may live a peaceable Liſe in all Godlincls ard Honmcſt y under 
Authority, as Gods Word doth dirc&. 
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